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PURPOSE:  

The purpose of this project is to provide students an opportunity to familiarize themselves 

with different aspects of technology.  The students will learn how to improve both their 

written and oral communication skills.  In addition, this project serves as a supplement to 

the curriculum of all subject areas. 

DESCRIPTION:  

The students will produce a weekly news broadcast that airs to the entire school (if 

possible).  The process of creating a newscast entails many responsibilities that cover a 

broad range of topic areas.  In addition to strengthening curricular skills, this program 

also utilizes teamwork and individual responsibility to get the job done.  Life skills 

necessary to everyone are practiced daily.  

The students write scripts for the show and also write proposals for special features to be 

aired on the broadcast.  Script writing, proposal writing, interview writing, feature 

writing, and many other examples are all unique forms of writing that emphasize a 

variety of skills.  

Once the writing is completed, the students must organize the necessary components of 

the newscast.  They use the Internet to find information such as daily weather forecasts.  

They create graphics using a given software program to illustrate daily lunch menus and 

birthdays.  They videotape one another reporting the news at their news desk.  Contests 

and other events can be promoted to increase interest around the school.  

After the taping of all above components is completed, students must edit the final 

product.  They work with a video editing system during each class in the lab to produce a 

final product of which they can be proud. 

ACTIVITIES: 

(Note: This is a unit plan that may cover several days to several weeks. Not all of the 

following activities/standards will appear in the video clips used.) 
Procedures:  Skill Mastery: 

   

Subject Integration:  

 
Students must use a 

variety of sources to 

Internet Research Technology  

 



research and gather 

information for the 

newscast.  Weather reports 

and other items are found 

on the Internet.  Special 

features and reports are 

researched wherever 

appropriate for the topic.  

For example, on 

Columbus Day, students 

may produce a special 

report on the history of the 

holiday and research in the 

library, encyclopedia, or 

Internet to find the 

information they need.   
Using the research 

information they have 

gathered, students write 

reports and scripts for use 

with the newscast.  While 

their research may be 

extensive, their reports 

must be brief and concise.  

Information 

processing 

Grammar, Language Arts 

 

Students are responsible 

for creating, proofing, and 

editing their work before 

taping it for the broadcast.  

Content Standards Writing, Proofing and 

Revision  

 

Filming, reporting, 

editing, and broadcasting  

Students work 

cooperatively to film the 

newscast, edit the varied 

components together and 

critique the final product.  

Democracy Various Communication 

Skills 

TOOLS & RESOURCES: 

The equipment includes: computers with Internet connections, a printer, a scan converter, 

a VCR, video editing software, a television, a video camera, and a digital camera.  

ASSESSMENT: 

Students will be graded based on the rubric provided at the start of the class.  Informal 

evaluation is ongoing as the students learn different aspects of technology, 

communication, and cooperative skills through the school year.  This informal 



assessment is conducted simply by observing what the students are able to accomplish.  

Most of the time, the students far exceed my expectations. 

TIMELINE & COURSE OUTLINE: 

This elective is ongoing throughout the school year.  Various components of the 

broadcast are completed by the students each day.  Students will be given specific jobs 

and responsibilities during the quarter.  For example, there will be a student director 

which will coordinate the total operations of the newscast, videographers will tape and 

edit the shots, anchors, etc. Various special features are filmed throughout the week on 

certain days.  For example, on Wednesday mornings, two students film a segment called 

“Coaches Corner” which is aired on Friday mornings.  On Tuesdays, two students film a 

segment called “Quick Draw” which features the art teacher sharing art skills.  This 

segment airs on Wednesdays.  Daily responsibilities of the broadcast include creating 

graphics for various segments such as weather, birthdays, lunch, etc. and editing the final 

product for each morning’s show.  Some of the graphic segments can be created by other 

students.  They then could e-mail their graphics to us for inclusion in the program. 

COMMENTS: 

I think the greatest experiences I have had with this activity has been the students’ 

interactions with others.  It is rewarding to watch them interact with their peers on a 

cooperative level.  In addition, they have learned to encourage one another and build on 

each student’s strengths.  

More rewarding, however, is seeing the responsibility and maturity students’ exhibit 

when they interact with adults involved in the newscast.  For example, the students will 

often take the video camera and leave the classroom without me to film a special 

interview or feature.  Most of the time, these segments will involve interviews with 

school faculty or staff.  These situations place the students in the role of leadership.  They 

must direct the adults in where to sit/stand, where to look during filming, and other 

direction needed for successful taping.  The adults are always impressed with the ability 

and confidence of the students to interact politely and responsibly. 

Teaching Strategy 

Technology education is extremely important for every student.  No matter what career or 

vocation today’s students choose, technology will be a part of their lives.  Exposure to a 

variety of technology elements can only serve to increase the students’ potential for 

success.  

Principles of Learning 

 

Informal Learning: Once the initial training for the broadcast is completed, the students 

are allowed and expected to take their new knowledge and add their own creativity, ideas, 

and experience to it to expound on existing ideas and create a unique product.  



Patterns and Connections: connections and patterns exist between each component of the 

newscast. The students must be able to view the finished product while creating their 

single component.  

Active Involvement: The students must work both individually and in teams to take their 

knowledge and build upon it to make their broadcast unique to current situations and 

interests.  

Enjoyable Setting: The students enjoy the variety of tasks available for them to complete 

in this project as well as the recognition they receive from their peers.  

Frequent Feedback: The students receive feedback daily on their work from their 

teacher, their peers, administration, and other faculty and staff members as the entire 

school sees the broadcast they produce.  

Compelling Situation: The students must report current trends, interests, and events in 

unique ways that are available to them based on their existing equipment, resources, and 

creativity.  

Reflection: The students must continually be aware of current trends, events, and issues 

in search of items to be reported. In addition, they must be efficient at evaluating what 

items from their brainstormed lists to include in the newscast. Additionally, they must 

determine what method of reporting will be most effective for their identified element. 

Finally, upon completion of their report, the must reflect how effectively they 

accomplished their objective. 

Information Processing 

Appreciation: As students research and report current events, historical dates, and other 

components of the newscast they gain an awareness and Appreciation for information 

they have as yet not dealt with in an enjoyable setting of their own independent choosing.  

Presearch: The students must complete Presearch activities in order to determine what 

stories they should include in each day's broadcast.  

Search: Once an item or event has been identified for inclusion in an upcoming 

broadcast, students must determine the most effective research tool available to them. 

This can include encyclopedias, textbooks, the library, online research, or an interview.  

Interpretation: In order to effectively write and report the news, students must consider 

the interests and implications of the report as it relates both to themselves and others who 

will view the newscast.  

Communication: All types of Communication skills are practiced as students write, 

revise, and orally report the news.  



Evaluation: Evaluation of this project occurs at several levels. Students must self-

Evaluate in order to assure that their component of the broadcast is ready for sharing with 

others. Then, as the newscast components are organized into one final product, 

Evaluation by their classmates occurs. At the end of the day, the teacher views the 

completed broadcast and evaluates the success of the students. Finally, the entire school 

views the broadcast the next morning, and comments during the day assure that the 

students have complete knowledge of the success of their creation. 

Content Standards  

Language Arts: The students work on writing and communication skills daily. In 

addition, they must strive to utilize correct grammar and proper word usage. 

  Democracy 

Thinking Together and Making Meaning: The process of daily creation of the newscast is 

a team effort. The students must plan and work together to produce a broadcast that will 

inform and be enjoyed by all.  

Critical Thinking and Decision Making: In order to form a successful broadcast, the 

students must envision the final product before it is actually finished. They must make 

decisions based on the needs, likes, and dislikes of their audience rather than their own 

interests.  

Tolerance, Individual Responsibility and Civil Involvement with Others: Because the 

newscast is a team effort with individual tasks, each student is accountable to the rest of 

the team to insure task completion. They must work to get along well and complete their 

individual contributions promptly and efficiently.  

Power Sharing and Empowerment: Once initial training is completed, the teacher serves 

only as a supervisor to the entire project. The students take responsibility for each aspect 

of the news. They are given tasks, equipment, and deadlines for which they alone are 

responsible. 

  

 

 

 

  


